136.   VIRTUES OF A VOLUNTEER

A volunteer writes as follows:1

It is true that I had once thought of fixing the rate of pay-
ment for voluntary workers. I had even discussed the matter
with Vallabhbhai2 and others. But we could not come to any
conclusion. We felt at that time, and do so even now, that
the ideal of Bengal and Maharashtra is too high for Gujarat
We felt that it would be almost impossible to induce the workers
already engaged to accept only ten rupees as honorarium. The
situation, as we saw it, was that the country would then lose
the services of most workers.

Rules can be framed only when certain ideals come to be
generally accepted. No rules can be laid down so long as they
remain unusual. Gujarat has accepted the ideal of poverty only
recently. Maharashtra and Bengal accepted it thirty years ago,
or even earlier than that, and many yoimg men were trained to
Kve according to it. Very few institutions, therefore, can be run
on the basis of the ideal of extreme poverty* In Gujarat we shall
have to depend for the present on individual workers. A man who
is sincere in his self-denial or ideal of self-control will not give
up his way merely because others do not or cannot follow it.
When we have a few Gujaratis who elect to live in extreme poverty
and die in the same state, many more will come forward to
adopt their way of life.

For the present we should accept poverty as the ideal to
be reached and act accordingly as far as we can.

The most serious obstacle in our path which we have had to
face was that of my illness, which prevented me from carrying out
fully the experiment of poverty in my own life. I do not at all
regard my present experiment as one of living in poverty. Men
ascribe the same weaknesses to others which they themselves suffer
from. One shivering with cold and covered in several garments
believes that the whole world needs all that clothing. One who
bathes in hot water pities anyone bathing in cold water. A

1 The letter is not translated here.   The correspondent had cpmplained
that there were different rates of honorarium for voluntary workers in Bengal
and Gujarat, and requested Gandhiji to stress the need for voluntary poverty
for such workers and fix a uniform rate of honorarium.

2 Vallabhbhai Patel (1875-1950); Congress leader of Gujarat; later be-
came the first Deputy Prijne Minister of free India